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Origination, Destination, and Responsibility 

 Benjamin Franklin shared a wise piece of information many years ago when he 

said, “Think of these things: whence you came, where you are going, and to whom you 

must account.”  Although these words with published in Poor Richard’s Almanac nearly 

three hundred years ago, they can still resonate with the reader just as much as in 1732.  

In one sentence, Franklin teaches a great life lesson that is still applicable today.  Never 

forgetting where one came from, keeping an eye on their destination, and considering 

who they answer to is a crucial part of leading a life of integrity. 

 Every single person on earth comes from a different path in life.  From each 

person comes a story of past experiences, in individual threads that all are woven together 

to create their identity.  Where one may have experience with divorced parents or a fight 

with cancer, such life-changing events undeniably affect their story for the remainder of 

their years.  Acknowledging and accepting one’s past is paramount to humanity itself. 

People have the capacity to feel love, hate, passion, disgust, and every emotion across the 

board.  People can learn and inspire others.  People exist to live, not just to survive.  

Survival directs its focus towards the present and the future.  Often, people do not focus 

much on where they came from and turn their attention to what lies ahead.  However, it is 

necessary to consider the past because people learn from it and it makes their journey 

significant.  If one runs a certain length of time, it is more impressive if they ran a 

marathon in comparison to one mile on the track.  Through this example, it is clear that 

one’s starting point determines the significance and impact of the accomplishment.  



Therefore, remembering where one came from results in them acquiring a large amount 

of wisdom and leading a life of significance. 

 Additionally, one having their eyes set on their destination is important 

throughout their lifetime.  Commitment to going to whatever measures, such as 

sacrificing extracurricular activities to study for a test one wants to do well on, is an 

important factor when facing weighty obstacles.  In most cases, people do not just 

stumble upon their destination.  Instead, they must diligently take one step at a time in 

order to embark on the right path for themselves.  “Setting a goal is really about changing 

yourself for the long-term.  Goals aren’t short-term, quick-fix things; they are fixed and 

immovable destinations that show the world who you want to become or what you want 

to achieve,” (Vermeeran par. 6).  Therefore, without a certain destination, it is easy to 

lose sight of the true reason for wanting to make a change in their lives.  Often, this can 

lead to unpromising results in the future. “Without such a clear view of what you want in 

life, you’ll be forever changing course and falling short of your potential,” (Vermeeran 

par. 10).  If one is to truly make an impact on their future, they must realize the 

significance of knowing where they want to go in their lives. 

 When all is said and done, one must remember to whom they account.  When a 

high school valedictorian gives a speech at graduation, they always express gratitude to 

those who helped them succeed.  Whether aid and support came from God, parents, 

teachers, friends, or the like, one should be thankful for their guidance and realize that 

they have the responsibility to continue to use what they have been taught on their behalf.  

The valedictorian owes it to their supporters to not let them down.  In Franklin’s case, he 

made himself accountable to God.  Like many Christians, Franklin had to take 



responsibility for his actions and try to fulfill God’s expectations for him.  Another 

example is that surgeons must account to their patients and be sure to perform to the best 

of their ability because the patient’s life depends upon it.  Overall, one must take into 

consideration who they have to answer to because one day, they may be put to the 

ultimate test and need to be prepared. 

 In conclusion, Franklin makes it clear how considering one’s origin, destination, 

and person to whom they account is when leading an honorable lifestyle.  The impact of 

his words have long outlived his years.  Easily, anyone can benefit from following his 

advice.  Rather than focusing solely on prospering, one must consider how far they have 

come, their vision for their future, and to whom they must prove themselves. 
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