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Benjamin Franklin once said, "Think of three things, whence you came, where 

you are going, and to whom you must account." Today, it is important for people to 

always keep these questions in mind in order to help establish a goal in life. This way 

people can continuously move forward in life, and they can be progressive members of 

society. 

One of the things that Ben Franklin said was important to remember was where a 

person came from. It is important for a person to remember his or her roots in order to 

live a successful life. If people forget where they came from, they may forget why they 

made certain changes in their lives. For an example, Ben Franklin came from a village of 

Puritans. People were to be punished if they shared thoughts that did not agree with the 

Puritans' beliefs. However, Ben Franklin did not agree with many of the Puritan beliefs 

and said, "... it was likely I might, if I stayed, soon bring myself into scrapes; and farther, 

that my indiscreet disputations about religion began to make me pointed at with horror by 

good people as an infidel or atheist". Therefore, Benjamin Franklin escapes and is able to 

share his beliefs with others, but Ben Franklin could not forget the narrow-minded world 

that he came from. He had to continue to remind himself of that world so that he could 

realize why it is important to allow others to share their beliefs. Ben Franklin had to 

remember his past to be able to make positive changes in his future. Today, many people 

try to forget their past because it might have been painful. However, just as Ben Franklin 

did, people must remind themselves of where they came from in order to make positive 



changes in life. In remembering the past people can stop themselves from making the 

same mistakes that they made. If a person continues to make the same mistakes, he or she 

will fail to make changes for the good of society. Therefore, in reminding themselves of 

the past, people are able to become progressive members of society.  

Ben Franklin also says that it is important for people to remember where they are 

going. Everyone should have a goal in his or her life. Without a goal people do not have a 

purpose in life, and without a purpose people are unable to make changes that will lead to 

a bright future. Today people must ask themselves what their goal is. What can a person 

do to benefit society? What are the steps needed to achieve this goal. Franklin set up a 

goal for himself. He wanted to be a wealthy business man. Once he set this goal, 

Benjamin Franklin was able to take the steps needed to achieve this goal, and thus he was 

able to benefit society. A person today must remember where they are going in order to 

have something to motivate them in life. They must have a goal that allows them to better 

themselves as a person while attempting to achieve this goal.  

Today, it is also important to remember whom you are accountable for. People 

must realize that they are not only responsible for themselves, but also others. A person's 

choice has the ability to greatly affect another person's life. If people do not remember 

this, they could think that they are making good choices without realizing that they are 

hurting others in the process. Christopher Baldwin shows this lesson when he talks about 

a time that Franklin stole bricks from his neighbor: "... although his scheme might have 

been clever and useful to him and his friends, it was still wrong" (68). Franklin thought 

that his plan was ingenious. However, he was stealing from another person, which could 

negatively impact that person. Benjamin Franklin realizes that it is important to not only 



make choices for his own benefit, but also for the benefit of others. People must 

understand this today in order to be a progressive member of society. If people focus on 

making choices that benefit others, they can make choices that will change society for the 

better. 

 It is very important that people today keep Benjamin Franklin’s three questions in 

mind. If a person does not remember these three questions he or she can forget his or her 

goal and can fail to make choices that will benefit society. In remembering Benjamin 

Franklin’s three questions a person can become a progressive member of society.  
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