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Purpose of  The Pennsylvania Society as set forth  
in the Year Book published in 1901

“The Pennsylvania Society of New York was organized on April 25, 1899, and now numbers three 

hundred and eleven members. One hundred and thirteen members were added to the roll in 

the year 1900. Its specific object, as stated in its constitution, is to ‘cultivate social intercourse 

among its members, and to promote their best interests; to collect historical material relating 

to the State of Pennsylvania, and to keep alive its memory in New York.’

Its work thus falls naturally into two divisions. Its social side is maintained by the Annual Dinner 

and meetings held for social purposes. Its historical aim is expressed not only in the intent 

to collect historical material, but more especially by its purpose to keep alive the memory of 

Pennsylvania in New York. Even if the Society did no more than recall to its members the State 

from which they came, its great past, its wonderful present, the possibilities of its future, it 

would accomplish a good and useful purpose that would more than justify its existence.

But the relationship of the Society to the State of Pennsylvania and to the country at large is 

much more important than this. The State that contains within its borders the Hall in which the 

Declaration of Independence was signed, and on whose soil the Battle of Gettysburg was fought, 

yields precedence to no other. Its early history, its wise and great founder, the active part its 

people took in the War for Independence, and the subsequent history of the Commonwealth, 

are among the most precious possessions of the American nation.

It is the good name of the State of Pennsylvania, its good deeds and its good men, that The 

Pennsylvania Society of New York is concerned with; and its annual festivals and meetings rest 

upon this foundation. To preserve the good name and the fair fame of the State, and to aid in 

promoting those causes and methods which tend to that end, is the real work of the Society, 

and it invites every son of Pennsylvania residing in New York, or in places adjacent to it, who 

value these things, to join with it in the fulfillment of this purpose.

The Society stands on the threshold of its career. Its influence and its activity are limited only by 

the number of its members. With an increased membership its work will be broadened, and its 

purpose furthered to a greater extent than heretofore. “  
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A Message from the Executive Director 

Thank you for joining us in making 2019 another 
fantastic year for the Society. It is a pleasure to 
get together with our members to celebrate the 
Commonwealth and honor those who have made 
a positive impact on our state. For more than a 
century, Society members and their guests have 
gathered in friendship and fellowship for this 
purpose and each spring our Annal is compiled to 
capture the memories and accomplishments of the 
past year. We hope this serves as a reminder of 
what your membership has given the Society and 
what we have all enjoyed together.

As you know, every spring we host our Annual 
Meeting & Luncheon in a different Pennsylvania 
city, and every December we host our Annual 
Dinner in New York. Members reached out to 
ask if we could offer more opportunities to get 
together throughout the year. In response, we 
began holding happy hour events for members 
and potential members in cities across the 
state. We have hosted gatherings in Erie and 
Philadelphia with plans for Harrisburg and 
Scranton in 2020. We have been delighted to 
meet with members in their hometowns, to 
engage with members and friends in an after-
work environment, and to have turned friends 
of the Society into new, and hopefully longtime, 
members.

It is very special to me to see and talk with 
members who have been with us for decades 
and those whose families have been members for 
generations. These members remind the Society 
of who we are, what we have been, and where 
we can grow. They serve as unofficial archivists, 
and I call on them often for perspective. In 2019, 
we kicked off an initiative to recognize these 

members in print and at our events. We honored 
decades-long members at our Annual Dinner 
with lapel pins indicating their time with the 
Society. We acknowledged from the podium the 
generations of families who were in attendance 
at our events. In this Annal we included a list of 
names of longtime members, and we are working 
to improve our membership archive in order to 
trace multi-generational members to recognize 
them similarly in future Annals. 

We began putting together this Annal in March 
2020. Soon after, the threat of a COVID-19 
pandemic became more serious. We made the 
decision to prioritize the health and safety of 
our members and, in mid-March, cancelled the 
122nd Annual Meeting & Luncheon. Governor 
Wolf issued a stay-at-home order for the 
Commonwealth soon after, and we are all now 
navigating how to get through this time safely and 
responsibly. The Council of the Society held their 
annual meeting via conference call and the Society 
is taking steps to plan for the upcoming year. 

Members have reached out to us to check in or 
just for conversation in this time when contact 
is limited. The Pennsylvania Society has proudly 
been a place for Pennsylvanians to come together 
to celebrate civility and service for centuries, and 
we look forward to celebrating together with 
you again soon. Until then, be safe and well. Call 
or email us if you need anything, even if it’s just 
conversation. 

   Sincerely,

   Julien Scranton
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The One Hundred  Twenty-First  
Annual Dinner 

December 7, 2019
New York Hilton Midtown



The Annual Dinner of The Pennsylvania Society was in its third year at 

the New York Hilton while the Waldorf Astoria continued its renovation. 

Hilton Worldwide will operate the Waldorf Astoria upon its reopening 

and the Hilton Midtown has been a warm and gracious home while 

renovations continue. This year was no exception. The entrance to the 

Dinner was adorned with lit pine, magnolia, amaryllis, and holly floral 

arrangements that nearly reached the ceiling; the visual and olfactory 

experience put guests in the holiday spirit as they entered the room. 

The Welcome Reception was warm with tall planters of golden branches, 

evergreens, twinkle lighting, and red roses. Friends and colleagues met 

in black tie and shared toasts, merriment, and group photographs at the 

step-and-repeat. All were excited to celebrate the holidays and our Gold 

Medal recipient, Dr. Amy Gutmann. 



Society members and guests entered the  
ballroom to a live performance by the University 
of Pennsylvania Counterparts student a cappella 
group. Attendees moved through the opulent, 
festive ballroom to be seated in time to enjoy 
a live performance by Hamilton star and Tony 
Award-winning performer Leslie Odom, Jr., and 
his band. Mr. Odom was raised in Philadelphia 
and educated in Pittsburgh at Carnegie Mellon 
University. He delighted the audience with a 
performance of Hamilton and Nat King Cole 
favorites.  

As his set wrapped up, Mr. Odom introduced 
Society President Bob Ciaruffoli who led the 
audience in another round of applause for 
Pennsylvania’s own Leslie Odom, Jr., and the 
University of Pennsylvania Counterparts. “I’m 
honored to stand before you again this year 
to celebrate The Pennsylvania Society – the 
first Society of its kind that’s been bringing 
Pennsylvanians together to celebrate Pennsylvania 
for over one hundred years. We welcome all of 
you to this time-honored evening of friendship, 
fellowship, and family as the holidays begin and 

we take time to enjoy one another’s company at 
this, our 121st Dinner. Tonight provides us with 
a wonderful opportunity to put aside differences 
and discourse and appreciate our shared values, 
aspirations, and regard for one another in this 
season of joy.” 

He welcomed The Pennsylvania Society’s 
councilors, past Society Gold Medalists and 
Distinguished Citizens, our U.S. Senators Bob 
Casey and Pat Toomey, and all elected officials 
representing the Commonwealth. 

Leslie Odom, Jr. Opens the Show  
and Introduces Society President  
Robert J. Ciaruffoli, Jr.
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President Robert J. Ciaruffoli, Jr. 
Welcomes New and Legacy Members

President Ciaruffoli took a moment to recognize 
new and next-generation members: “I’d like 
to welcome our new members and first-time 
attendees – we’re delighted to have you here. It’s 
also one of the Society’s greatest joys to welcome 
so many young people here tonight as second-, 
third-, and even fourth-generation members 
bring their children into the membership ranks 
as the Society continues to grow and thrive. In 
fact, our Executive Director, Julien Scranton is a 
fourth-generation member. In our invitation this 
year, we asked you to share how many years you 
have attended this Annual Dinner. We have many 
attendees here tonight who have attended for 10 
or more years, others who have come for 25 years 
or more, and one 50-year attendee!”

President Ciaruffoli thanked the event sponsors 
who helped make the evening possible and 
continued by acknowledging the evening’s Gold 
Medal recipient: “Tonight we have a particularly 
worthy recipient of this year’s Gold Medal for 
Distinguished Achievement – an honor that goes 
back to the Tenth Annual Dinner in 1908. We are 

delighted to have Dr. Amy Gutmann, the eighth 
and longest-serving president of the University 
of Pennsylvania and an internationally renowned 
leader in higher education here tonight to accept 
this prestigious honor.”

“Each year we ask our Gold Medal recipient to 
choose their favorite charity for a donation from 
the Society,” he continued, “Dr. Gutmann selected 
the Henry C. Lea Elementary School in the Walnut 
Hill neighborhood of West Philadelphia. We 
are so pleased to support this school and this 
partnership and welcome Principal ShaVon Savage 
and her husband to tonight’s celebration!”
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Henry C. Lea Elementary School is a neighborhood 
elementary and middle school in the School District 
of Philadelphia and is located in the Walnut Hill and 
Garden Court neighborhoods of West Philadelphia.  
The school currently serves a student body of 600 
children in grades pre-kindergarten through 8th and 
has been led by Principal ShaVon Savage since  
the 2016-2017 school year. 

Lea Elementary School is a “community school,” which 
they define as a school that addresses the expressed 
interests, needs, and dreams of every member of 
the school community through cooperative action––
relationships, practices, and programs––that address 
the holistic development of every child and adult 
served by the school. It is a school committed to the 
principle that every one of us can learn, and to the 
responsibility of supporting the growth of the whole 
person––their academic, civic, social, emotional, and 
physical development. It is a school built upon a culture 
of collaboration and cooperation among all school 
stakeholders, including students and their families, 
faculty and staff, partners and community members, 
youth and adults. It is a school that is made of, by, and 
for the individuals and communities it serves. 

Lea’s community school strategy is guided by these 
principles, and is supported by its partnership with 
the University of Pennsylvania (Penn). As part of 

its community school strategy, Lea has cultivated a 
diverse network of partnerships with community-based 
organizations and local institutions, including Penn. As 
of the beginning of the 2019-2020 academic year, Lea 
is in active partnership with 42 partner organizations 
that are responsible for facilitating 55 distinct partner 
programs with the school––making Lea arguably 
the most unique school in Philadelphia in regards to 
school-community partnerships.

Lea has cultivated partnerships with a number of 
“Penn-connected” partner programs, organizations, 
and initiatives, including a variety of Penn schools, 
departments, centers, organizations, programs, and 
courses. Lea’s Penn-connected partners include the 
Graduate School of Education, the Netter Center for 
Community Partnerships, the School of Social Policy 
& Practice, the School of Dental Medicine, the School 
of Nursing, the School of Engineering and Applied 
Science, the School of Arts and Sciences, and Penn 
Libraries. As of the beginning of the 2019-2020 
academic year, of Lea’s 42 partner organizations, 18 of 
them (43%) are Penn-connected organizations, and of 
Lea’s 55 partner programs, 41 of them (75%) are Penn-
connected programs. The Lea-Penn Partnership makes 
Lea one of two “Penn partnership schools,” which 
are K-12 schools that possess a unique institutional 
partnership with the university.

Henry C. Lea Elementary School
Recipient of the Society’s $50,000 Charity Contribution

Contribution also matched by the University of Pennsylvania 



President Ciaruffoli Introduces 
Reverend Dr. Herbert H. Lusk II

“I’d like to introduce tonight’s officiant, Reverend 
Dr. Herbert H. Lusk II. A leader of people and 
communities, Reverend Lusk is the Senior Pastor 
of Greater Exodus Baptist Church in Philadelphia 
and founder of People for People, which seeks 
to transform lives in the community through its 
holistic programming. Reverend Lusk is also a 
former running back for the Philadelphia Eagles 
and current Lead Chaplain for the team and was 
widely known within the NFL as ‘the praying 
tailback’. He has also served as an advisor to two 
United States Presidents on faith-based initiatives, 
and we are honored to have him with us tonight  
to start the evening.”

“Our God and our Father, we ask your blessings 
upon this gathering tonight.  

Between these walls are some of the most 
gifted men and women in this Commonwealth. 

Make each of us to know what is required of us, 
in the words of the Prophet Micah: to be just, to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly before our God. 

Use us, O God, to make a difference in this 
world. To bring hope to communities where 
there is no hope, peace where there is 
confusion, reconciliation where there is conflict, 
prosperity where there is despair, and goodness 
where there is evil. 

We ask that you bless both the members of  
the House and the Senate. 

Bless Tom Wolf, the governor of Pennsylvania, 
and Donald J. Trump, the President of this 
United States of America. Grant them both the 
wisdom of Solomon and the strength of Samson.

Finally, we bless your name, O God, we bless 
your name. 

Bless the Lord O my soul and all that is within 
me bless your holy name. From the rising of the 
sun unto the going down of the same, the Lord’s 
name is to be praised. 

God bless America!”

Invocation from Reverend Dr. Herbert H. Lusk II
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The Evening Resumes with the Introduction  
of the Gold Medalist Dr. Amy Gutmann

The University of Pennsylvania Counterparts followed Reverend Dr. Herbert H. Lusk II with  
a performance of “Hail! Pennsylvania,” and President Ciaruffoli wrapped up the evening’s welcome  
by charging his glass in a long-standing Pennsylvania Society tradition: a toast to the President of  
the United States and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
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“Tonight’s recipient of the Society’s Gold 
Medal follows in the tradition of past Society 
recipients who have contributed so much to the 
scholarship and culture of our nation and the 
world, honorees including David McCullough, 
James Michener, Andrew Wyeth, Fred Rogers, 
and others…people who have brought light and 
literacy to so many. Dr. Amy Gutmann is President 
of the University of Pennsylvania and is highly 
regarded as a prominent advocate for increased 
access to higher education, an innovator of 
interdisciplinary collaboration, and a true agent 
of the transformative impact of universities, 
locally, nationally, and globally. Her commitment 
to the three core values of the Penn Compact 
— Inclusion, Innovation, and Impact — has 
propelled the University forward during an era of 
dramatic change. Dr. Gutmann has raised more 
than $5 billion for Penn and led the largest, most 
successful fundraising effort in the University’s 
history, exceeding an ambitious goal by almost 
a billion dollars. President Gutmann is the 
Christopher H. Browne Distinguished Professor  

of Political Science and Professor of 
Communication in the Annenberg School 
for Communication, with secondary faculty 
appointments in Philosophy in the School of 
Arts and Sciences and the Graduate School of 
Education. She has published widely on the value 
of education and deliberation in democracy, on 
the importance of access to higher education 
and health care, on ‘the good, the bad, and the 
ugly’ of identity politics, and on the essential 
role of ethics—especially professional and 
political ethics—in public affairs. In August 2019, 
she published her seventeenth book, entitled 
Everybody Wants to Go to Heaven But Nobody 

Wants to Die.

A video highlighting Dr. Gutmann’s Gold Medal-
worthy accomplishments played on the ballroom 
screens and as it ended, President Ciaruffoli 
welcomed her to the stage to receive the Gold 
Medal for Distinguished Achievement.
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The Gold Medal

The Pennsylvania Society proudly presents each year’s recipient with a  
14k solid gold medal in addition to a contribution to a charity of their choice.

The gold 
medal, shown 
in actual size, was 
designed by Mr. John 
Flanagan, a New York sculptor. 
Since no profile portrait of William 
Penn exists, the sculptor redrew 
the face from the Society’s famous 
armour portrait of Penn, a gift of Mr. 
Andrew Carnegie. On the reverse side 
of the medal, Renown is awarding sprigs 
of laurel to three male figures depicting Force, 
Character and Intelligence – the three qualities essential  
to distinguished achievement. The gold medal was founded 
at the Dinner of December 12, 1908, “to be awarded by the 
Society from time to time to such persons as it may wish to 
especially honor for Distinguished Achievement.”
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Dr. Gutmann began by thanking President 
Ciaruffoli, Mr. Odom, the Counterparts, and her 
family and then posed a riddle to the crowd, 
“What’s the difference between a scrap metal 
dealer and the president of the University of 
Pennsylvania?”  A guest shouted from the 
audience, “One generation!”– the correct answer. 
Dr. Gutmann continued, “My father was a scrap 
metal dealer, and I was the first in my family to go 
to college. Kurt Gutmann escaped Nazi Germany 
and eventually immigrated to the United States.  
He passed away when I was a high school junior. 
My mother went to work as a secretary. At that 
tragic time for me, attending college was almost 
an inconceivable leap, but scholarships made 
it possible. That leap utterly transformed my 
fortunes. It made educational opportunity both 
the driving force and the defining mission of  
my life.

“My mission – and Penn’s mission – is to open 
those transformative doors to as many people as 
possible. I recently received a letter from a Penn 
student named Jake Rhoades from Jamestown, 
in Northwest PA, population 600. If you drew a 
straight line from Jamestown to my College Hall 
office at Penn, it would stretch diagonally across 
the entire Commonwealth. Jake wrote:  
“I won a substantial four-year scholarship offered 
jointly by The Pennsylvania Society and Maguire 
Foundation. Combined with the unbelievable 
Penn grant…, [this] made it possible for me to 
pursue the education of my dreams. The most 
stirring part of my quest for the best education 
in the world is the number of Pennsylvanians 
who don’t even know me but believed in my 
potential. If you have the chance, please convey 
to the Society that one young Quaker values their 
support, loves his university, and is working hard 
to honor these gifts. The future is wide open.” 

“I do have the chance, Jake. And I couldn’t have 
put it better myself. At Penn, the future truly is 
wide open. You see it in the dreams come true of 
our talented students. And you see it in the life-
changing breakthroughs of our brilliant faculty.”

She went on to discuss the important 
breakthroughs and successes of the University’s 
students and faculty. “Penn’s pioneering 
breakthroughs and our inspiring student stories 
are what get me up every morning. But it’s 
essential that we remember: All the important 
work of higher education can only happen when 
we dedicate ourselves to making it so.

“The future is indeed wide open, but it has not 
been nor will it ever be a foregone conclusion. 
We must make it so. Now more than ever before, 
education is essential to creating a wide-open 
future. So are all of you here as part of The 
Pennsylvania Society. We must always hold true 
to our commitment to quality education and 
opportunity for all Pennsylvanians – indeed,  
for all people everywhere.

“From Jamestown, PA to the classrooms of West 
Philadelphia; from realizing the dreams of our 
students to saving the lives of patients at home 
and around the world; from the daughter of an 
immigrant scrap metal dealer to the president 
of the University of Pennsylvania: through higher 
education, all it takes is one generation.

“On behalf of Penn, higher education in our 
Commonwealth, and every person in our state 
and beyond yearning for better, I accept this Gold 
Medal with the greatest of pride and hope.  
The future is wide open.” 

Dr. Amy Gutmann Accepts the Gold Medal
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President Ciaruffoli Concludes  
the Program 

President Ciaruffoli returned to 
congratulate Dr. Amy Gutmann and 
welcome guests to the Dessert Reception 
for desserts, cocktails, and dancing to 
the music of the Jack Faulkner Orchestra. 
Before guests parted to continue the 
celebration, Philadelphia-based lyric 
spinto soprano Priscilla Coblentz led 
attendees in a long-standing Society 
tradition: the singing of “God Bless America.”



THE PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY ACKNOWLEDGES THE 

GENEROUS SUPPORT OF ITS 121ST ANNUAL DINNER SPONSORS

Society Presenting Annual Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors
Bentley Systems  •  Cozen O’Connor  •  Highmark  •  Moran Logistics

Richards & Associates, P.C.  •  Winner International

Scholarship Sponsors
Baker Tilly  •  Bon Appétit Management Company  •  Bryn Mawr Trust

Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia  •  Citizens Bank  •  High Companies 

PECO  •  Jim & Sharon Rohr  •  Ed & Julie Sheehan

Scholarship Supporters
Carr & Duff, Inc.  •  The Chamber of Commerce for Greater Philadelphia

INTECH Construction, LLC   •  Isdaner & Company CPAs

The Philadelphia Tribune Media Group
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The One Hundred Twenty-First
Annual Meeting & Luncheon 

April 12, 2019
The Union League of Philadelphia



Opening of the Meeting

While the Council of The Pennsylvania Society 
met in the morning, members were invited to visit 
Philadelphia’s newest museum: the Museum of the 
American Revolution. The docents graciously hosted 
our group for a private tour; chartered vehicles 
picked members up from The Union League and 
returned them in time to mingle with friends from 
around the Commonwealth at the pre-Luncheon 
reception. 

Members and guests filled The Union League 
ballroom as President Ciaruffoli opened the 
meeting: “Good afternoon friends, guests, and 
fellow members of The Pennsylvania Society…  
It is wonderful to see so many friends here today, 
members new and those who have been with us for 
decades, and those families who have been with 
us for generations. I see the Sordoni, Fitzgerald, 
Richards, Rinaldi, Zimmerman, and Michael families 
– all who are hosting multiple generations of 
members here today. Thank you for introducing 
your families to the Society and continuing the 
Society tradition. It is our mission and our honor to 
recognize Pennsylvanians while maintaining humane 
discourse, fellowship, and friendship among our 
members. If this is your first Society event, we 
welcome you and hope you make new and long-
lasting relationships here today.” 



“We come to you this day with grateful hearts for 
your abundant provision and grace. We acknowledge 
that all good things come from your generous hands. 
May we respond to your goodness by living lives 
of generosity. Help us to be wise stewards of all 
we possess, as we strive to make Pennsylvania, our 
nation, and our world a better place. We pray for your 
guidance, your wisdom, and your blessing to be upon 
the works of The Pennsylvania Society. We thank you 
for the long heritage and those that have gone before 
us! Help us to honor their legacy by continuing in the 
same spirit of leadership excellence. Thank you for 
this meal, which we are about to partake, and for the 
fellowship around these tables.” 

President Ciaruffoli Resumes  
the Program after Lunch 

“Welcome back, everyone. The Pennsylvania 
Society was founded in 1899 and presently we 
host our annual membership meeting every spring 
in a different region of the Commonwealth.” He 
acknowledged and thanked the event sponsors 
and Society councilors and officially called the 
meeting to order. Councilors presented reports 
on Society financials, membership, and incoming 
councilors, all noting that the Society was 
continuing to do well.

Reverend Michael Harder 

Gives the Invocation
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President Ciaruffoli began, “The Benjamin 
Franklin Scholar Award competition has 
become one of the Society’s most popular 
and successful programs.  
 
We launched the program in 2006, and in 
the years since, this essay competition has 
drawn a great response from high school juniors 
throughout Pennsylvania. Each year we recognize 
a first-, second-, and third-place winner.

The award winners joined President Ciaruffoli on 
the stage to receive their awards, who then said  
to the students, “Congratulations and well done!”

President Ciaruffoli Awards Prizes to  
Benjamin Franklin Scholar Award Winners

1st Place Winner: 
Harrison Booth, Conestoga Valley High School  

Lancaster, Lancaster County

2nd Place Winner: 
Sanjit Beriwal, North Allegheny Senior High School 

Wexford, Allegheny County

3rd Place Winner: 
Maggie Hieber, Franklin Regional Senior High School

Murrysville, Westmoreland County
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Distinguished Citizen of the Commonwealth Presentation  
to RoseAnn B. Rosenthal, President and Chief Executive Officer,  
Ben Franklin Technology Partners of Southeastern Pennsylvania

“Now it is my great honor to introduce the 
recipient of our Distinguished Citizen of the 
Commonwealth Award – RoseAnn B. Rosenthal. 
This award is presented to those whose works 
and deeds have benefited the Commonwealth 
and its people. It is only given when we believe 
there is a worthy recipient and RoseAnn is truly a 
worthy recipient for her decades of work seeding 
hundreds of Southeastern Pennsylvania’s early-
stage companies across all areas of technology; 
these companies have grown to create more than 
32,000 technology-focused jobs in the region and 
for her service, leadership, and her innovation 
in investing, technology commercialization, and 
development of new possibilities for Southeastern 
Pennsylvania and its citizens.”

RoseAnn B. Rosenthal Accepts the Award

“Thank you, Bob. And thank you, members of 
this historic organization for this unexpected 
recognition and amazing honor. For more than 
100 years, you have offered Pennsylvanians 
opportunities to gather, to take actions to remind 
us of Pennsylvania’s leadership in the economic 
and industrial life of the nation, and to continue 
and renew its leadership. For 50 years, I have 
been blessed to work with amazing organizations 
whose missions have been the economic growth 
of Southeastern Pennsylvania, through downtown, 
historic, waterfront, and industrial development.”

She continued, “In my work, I encounter, daily, 
men and women who have amazing vision and 
who are passionate about making our lives better, 
who are thinking about the impact beyond the 
innovation. It is through their work, with your 
support and investment, that Pennsylvania can 
be a leader in the new economy. They embody 
the spirit of this wonderful organization. On 
behalf of my partner Ben Franklins, I invite you to 
reach out to us, and get involved. Get to know 
Pennsylvania’s entrepreneurs and their work. They 
are Ferree’s legacy and our children’s future.” 
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President Ciaruffoli Closes  
the Program

“Thank you RoseAnn. And thank you again 
to our sponsors, councilors, and members for 
your role in the Society’s continued success in 
bringing together and honoring outstanding 
Pennsylvanians.” 

President Ciaruffoli announced the 2019 
Annual Dinner date and the Gold Medal 
recipient and Erin Sammis closed the program 
with a performance of “God Bless America.” 



John C. Bogle of Bryn 
Mawr, PA, died at home 
on January 16, 2019, 
surrounded by his family. 
He was 89 years old. 

Mr. Bogle, known as Jack, 
was born May 8, 1929, in 
Montclair, NJ, with his twin 
brother David Caldwell to 
William Yates Bogle, Jr. 

and Josephine Hipkins Bogle. They joined their older 
brother William Yates III (Bud) and became known by 
a lifelong circle of friends as the Bogle Boys. 

Consistently driven, determined, and hard working, 
the twins followed their older brother to Blair 
Academy in 1945 and graduated in 1947. Their time 
at Blair inspired a lifelong devotion and commitment 
to the school. After graduating from Blair, Mr. Bogle 
entered Princeton University as a scholarship student, 
working as a waiter in the dining halls and in the 
athletic ticket office to pay for his education. He 
studied economics, writing his thesis on the then-
unknown mutual fund industry, and graduated magna 
cum laude in 1951. While at Princeton, he met and 
was befriended by Jay Sherrerd, Class of 1952, who 
brought Mr. Bogle home to Bryn Mawr to meet his 
family, including Jay’s younger sister Eve. The two 
married in 1956 and had six children.

After Princeton, Mr. Bogle was hired by Walter L. 
Morgan, founder of the nation’s oldest balanced 
mutual fund, Wellington Fund, where Mr. Bogle was 
the driving force behind Wellington’s growth into 
a mutual fund family. A dispute with new partners 
at the Fund led to his firing and subsequently 
his founding in 1975 of The Vanguard Group 
of Investment Companies, two occasions he 
proclaimed ever since that he underwent “fired with 
enthusiasm!” Leading the company until his heart 
transplant in 1996, he nonetheless remained forever 
after a vocal and strident advocate of the individual 
investor with books, speeches, opinion pieces, and 
public appearances.

A devoted philanthropist, Mr. Bogle served the 
Board of Trustees of Blair Academy from 1972 to 
this day, including 16 years as its Chairman. Among 
his most remarkable and proud accomplishments, 

JOHN C.  BOGLE

2016 Gold Medalist

he established the Bogle Brothers Scholarship Fund, 
which to date has funded the education of nearly 
200 students. In 1998 he was named Chairman of the 
National Constitution Center, overseeing its creation 
and building on Philadelphia’s Independence Mall, 
where it continues as one of the city’s most treasured 
institutions. He remained active in numerous other 
local and national educational, civic, medical, and 
arts organizations, as well.

Marcia Dale Weary, (1936-
2019) began her teaching 
career in Carlisle, PA, in 
1955 after her own studies 
with Thalia Mara and Arthur 
Mahoney at the School of 
Ballet Repertory in New 
York City. Her unequaled 
dedication to her school, 

students, and instructors, and her unique teaching style 
have brought the Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet to 
the top of the dance field. The New York Times stated 
in 1989 that Weary is “considered one of the country’s 
foremost ballet teachers.”

Ms. Weary is the 2007 recipient of the Pennsylvania 
Governor’s Award for the Arts for her Outstanding 
Leadership and Service to Youth. Ms. Weary is also 
the 1992 recipient of the Distinguished Service to 
the Arts Award for Central Pennsylvania. In February 
2000, Ms. Weary became the first recipient of the 
Carlisle Regional Arts Award. In 2010, Ms. Weary 
received an honorary degree in performing arts from 
Dickinson College and was named as one of Central 
Pennsylvania’s 25 Women of Influence, for which she 
received a Pennsylvania Senate citation sponsored by 
Senator Patricia H. Vance. And in 2015, Leadership 
Cumberland honored Ms. Weary in recognition of her 
dedication to changing lives through dance. She and 
the CPYB have been featured in leading newspapers 
and magazines, television news and features, and in the 
award-winning documentary film presented on national 
public television, Children with a Dream.

MARCIA DALE WEARY 

2009 Distinguished Citizen 
of the Commonwealth

IN MEMORIAM
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1
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1
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7
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1
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2019 Members
Shown below is the number of members in each  

county and across the United States.

Members Across the United States
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We welcome the new members joining the Society in 2019.

ADAMS
Gen. Christopher F. Burne

ALLEGHENY
Jessica L. Brooks
James E. Crockard II
Dorothy A. Davis
Timothy D. Frenz
Russell D. Giancola
Timothy Q. Hudak
James Patrick Kelly
Brittany Nicole Ramos 
Sam Reiman
Carey Sirianni
Devin A. Winklosky

BERKS
John R. Loyack

BUCKS
Joshua Burg
Thomas A. Gockowski

CENTRE
Fritz Z. Smith

CHESTER
Lori V. Cushman
Frederic Fox 
Thomas King IV
Gina M. Mazzulla
Jeffrey Rotwitt 

CUMBERLAND
Laurie A. Carter, JD

DAUPHIN
Jason E. High
Matthew J. Leonard 
Stephen M. Massini
Marcia L. Perry-Dix 
Kevin Lawrence Shivers
David Oakley Twaddell

DELAWARE
Michelle Bauer
Hon. Alexander T. Charlton
Melissa Ludwig
Peter A. Messina
Mitch Vidovich

ERIE
James W. Grunke
Judith A. Rowley
Andrew L. Walters 
Ashleigh Walters
Peter J. Zaphiris

INDIANA
Christopher Jon Evans 
Joseph Reschini

LACKAWANNA
Elizabeth DeNaples 
Louis DeNaples III 
Paul DeNaples
Angelina DiLeo
Dominique DiLeo

LANCASTER
David L. Hollinger
Cecilia M. McCormick, JD

LEHIGH
Brian A. Nester, DO 
Lisa J. Scheller 

LUZERNE
Meredith A.C. Rynkiewicz

MONROE
Jamie M. Kizer

MONTGOMERY
James Patrick Brandau 
Kristin Corrigan
William F. Dunbar
Scott M. Feigelstein
Elizabeth Seyle Fenton
Stephen A. Kovach
Christian Nascimento
Jonathan Peri
Philip S. Rosenzweig 
Jay H. Shah
Edward W.N. Smith
J. Scott Victor

PHILADELPHIA
Thomas W. Aichele 
Michael Berry
Dr. Brian Blake 
Myra J. Brown 
Matthew J. Carrozza
Morgan Beth Cephas 
Howard A. Cohen
James J. Fitzpatrick III, Esq.
Hon. Abbe F. Fletman 
Dionne Marie Gary
Linwood Holland
Laura A. LaRosa 
Dugan Lawrence 
Anita M. Lewis 
Michael Elizabeth Magnatta
Ryan McKenzie
Skye Nickalls 
Liz Roggio 
Vincent A. Rongione, Esq.
RoseAnn B. Rosenthal 
Charles Christopher Rush, Esq.
Gregory L. Segall 
Vince Stango
Patricia Wellenbach 
Maria J. Wing, Esq.  

SCHUYLKILL
Hon. George F. Halcovage, Jr.

YORK
Jennifer Algoe Keaton

OTHER STATES:

NEW YORK
Elizabeth Anne Bell
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Eugene J. Manning grew up in Lehighton, PA, graduated from Devon 
Preparatory School in Devon, PA, and joined the Society while a political 
science student at the University of Scranton. He is a former broadcast 
executive for CBS Radio in Philadelphia and The Associated Press, New York. 
He is retired from Manning Broadcasting Inc., which owns and operates radio 
stations in the Hagerstown/Frederick, MD, market where he was a founding 
partner and CEO.

Mr. Manning has been involved with Easterseals since 1987 and has served 
in many volunteer positions on both the affiliate board in Silver Spring, MD, 
and the national board in Chicago.

He resides in Hagerstown, MD, with his champion English Springer Spaniels.

EUGENE J .  MANNING

Ronald P. Sandmeyer, Sr. is Chairman of the Board of Sandmeyer Steel 
Company, “America’s Stainless Steel Processor,” a family-owned and 
managed company, located on a 22-acre complex in Northeast Philadelphia. 
It contains over 160,000 square feet of manufacturing space and is 
recognized as a leading producer of stainless steel, nickel alloy, and titanium 
plate products used in capital equipment for the chemical and other process 
industries.  

Mr. Sandmeyer has chaired and served on numerous boards throughout 
his career. He is also past Chairman and Trustee Emeritus of the Board of 
Trustees of his alma mater, Washington & Jefferson College. 

Many Pennsylvania friends and business associates in industry encouraged 
him to join The Pennsylvania Society. His sons Ronald, Jr. and Rodney are 
also members of the Society. 

Mr. Sandmeyer enjoys golf, travel, antique cars, gardening, and spending 
time with his grandchildren.

RONALD P.  SANDMEYER,  SR.

50 YEAR MEMBERS
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50+-YEAR MEMBERS
Robert C. Bair, MD
John M. Elliott, Esq.
Hon. Robert C. Jubelirer
Robert M. Kurtz, Jr.
Wilson D. McElhinny
Gretchen Zeidler Miller 
Donald W. Pulver 
Hon. Edward E. Russell 
Hon. LeRoy S. Zimmerman

50-YEAR MEMBERS
Gerald Leonard Hempt 
Eugene J. Manning
Ronald P. Sandmeyer, Sr.

40-YEAR MEMBERS
H. Eugene Burns
Hon. Thomas R. Caltagirone
James J. Curran, Jr.
L. Anderson Daub
Charles E. Dorkey III
Harry A. Flannery, Esq.
Hon. William J. Green III
Gary R. Ickes
James E. Knarr, DMD
Norman G. Marks
Hon. Joseph F. McCloskey
Terrence J. Murphy
Alvin M. Myers 
Hon. James L. Nelligan 
Thomas A. Nemeth
Norman T. Phelps, Jr.
Hon. William H. Platt
Hon. Frank A. Serafini

30-YEAR MEMBERS
William B. Conner
G. Robert Cooper 
Robert H. Eggleston
Hon. Thomas Jay Ellis
Henry C. Fader, Esq.
Lowman S. Henry 
Alfred James Johnston
William J. Leonard, Esq.
Ronald Lickman
Kim E. Lyttle
Vernon W. Morgan, MD
Morgan Plant
Patricia L. Saylor
James L. Smith III

20-YEAR MEMBERS
Robert Groves Bickhart , Sr.
Eugene M. Brady
Mary Beth Buchanan
Peter N. Calcara
Michael J. Chesser
Hon. Mark B. Cohen
Jake Corman
Hon. Christine L. Donohue
Richard G. Gallo
James B. Ginty
Louise S. Hutchinson
Connie Jewett
Hon. John E. Jones III
Gerald Lawrence
Michelle D. Leonard
David L. McCorkle
Richard H. Milgrub
Joseph A. Prim 
J.B. Reilly
Hon. Don Sherwood
David A. Talenti, MD
Garrett M. Trammell/de Bien
Gregory E. Trammell/de Bien 
Frank Tulli, Jr.
John R. Urofsky
Thomas L. VanKirk
Erik Claude Wagner

10-YEAR MEMBERS
Dr. MeeCee Baker
Michael T. Baker
Lisa M.B. Benzie
James J. Binns
Samuel P. Black  III
David R. Brigham, PhD
Jenny Brown
Kathleen Duffy Bruder 
Hon. William D. Bucci
David Crawford Bush
Thomas A. Caramanico 
William G. Chadwick, Jr.
Deborah L. Chiumento 
Kevin L. Colosimo
Gail M. Conner, Esq.
John G. Dean
Martin J. Farrell
Hon. Terence Farrell
Terrance J. Fitzpatrick
Brendan K. Flatow

Brian W. Flatow 
Michel Franklin 
Joseph M. Gaydos, Jr.
Hon. Frank Giordano
J. Ward  Guilday, Esq.
Hon. D. Bruce Hanes
Howard W. Hanna III
Frank Hendrie, Jr.
Gail A. Inderwies
Dirk Jungé
Kimberly Lloyd 
Daniel P. Loftus 
P. Edward Lovelidge
George V. Lynett, Jr.
Gerald J. Maginnis
Steven Maslek
Kevin McGowan
Gayle Granatir Michael 
Patrick J. Mullen
Romel L. Nicholas
John A. Onorato
Michael Post
Jonathan M. Prokup
Mark H. Raimy
Michael A. Rashid
Thomas M. Riddle
Frederick P. Santarelli, Esq.
Sue Schick
James Spencer 
David Spigelmyer
Hon. Glenda Farner Strasbaugh 
Hon. Robert Tommy Tomlinson 
Hon. Stella M. Tsai
William  Valerio 
James J. Vasilko
William W. Warren, Jr.
Constance Hess Williams
Susan L. Williams
David W. Wright

Congratulations to our 50+ and long-standing members celebrating anniversaries in 2020!
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