
Liberty Isn’t Free 

Olivia Morrison 

Tamaqua Area High School 

One of Benjamin Franklin’s most famous quotes to this day is “Where liberty dwells, there is my 

country.” Through this, he is clearly stating his message that liberty comes with a hefty price, but 

without liberty, what is this country? Liberty can be defined as freedom, independence, and protection 

of rights, but to truly understand the word liberty, or the meaning of this country, one must look back 

into the history of one of the most powerful countries in the world, the United States of America. 

When thinking of the word “liberty”, one could go all the way back to the 1620s and the suffrage 

of the original colonists aboard the Mayflower and later ships. Without their strive for liberty, our 

country wouldn’t exist as we know it. In the winter of 1620, a ship landed near Plymouth Rock. Its 

passengers were sick, freezing, hungry, and, in some cases, on the verge of death.  To them, anything 

was better than the religious suppression they had faced in Britain. These people believed in starting 

anew in a place where they were free to practice their religion however they pleased. Many of these 

people died of hypothermia, starvation, and disease during this time. They continued to work in hopes 

of a colony in which they would be free. Even much later, after the colonists settled in, the British came 

back to claim what they believed was rightfully theirs. The Americans refused to budge. They fought 

many battles against the country they had come from with little to no advantage over what was at the 

time one of the greatest forces in the world. Eventually,somehow, the original Americans won the war 

that most people thought would never be possible for them to win. It is thanks to them that citizens of 

the USA are currently able to practice as much or as little religion as they please, along with many more 

freedoms. 

The pilgrims fought for liberty, but that was not the end. The 13 original colonies and the people 

who inhabited them were eventually spread across the 50 states that today make up the United States. 



After the original set of rules the colony had set begun to falter, Benjamin Franklin and the rest of the 

Philadelphia Convention stepped in with intentions to write a new guide for the American people. They 

made a list of things that they believed Americans deserved, later to be called “The Constitution”. The 

first ten amendments are often referred to as the Bill of Rights. From these come the most basic of all 

freedoms and liberties that, today, one might take for granted such as the freedom of speech or the 

freedom of religion. These liberties are what most people would consider to be the entire idea of the 

country to this day. 

When Benjamin Franklin spoke of liberty in his country, he was speaking of the fact that this 

country was developed for that sole purpose of becoming a place of freedom and liberty. Without the 

strive for liberty, there would be no America, and without liberty itself, where would the greatness lie in 

this country? The reasons for America’s greatness are overlooked daily by the very same people who 

use their rights and liberties unknowingly on a daily basis. The beauty of the United States of America is 

that its everyday freedoms are so well implemented, that it can occasionally be easy to forget them or 

how much they can affect ones day to day life. When it comes to describing the USA for what it really is, 

Franklin said it best, “Where liberty dwells, there is my country.” 

  


