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Purpose of  The Pennsylvania Society as set 
forth in the Year Book published in 1901 

“The Pennsylvania Society of New York was organized on April 25, 1899, and now 
numbers three hundred and eleven members. One hundred and thirteen members 
were added to the roll in the year 1900. Its specific object, as stated in its constitution, is 
to ‘cultivate social intercourse among its members, and to promote their best interests; 
to collect historical material relating to the State of Pennsylvania, and to keep alive its 
memory in New York.’

Its work thus falls naturally into two divisions. Its social side is maintained by the Annual 
Dinner and meetings held for social purposes. Its historical aim is expressed not only in 
the intent to collect historical material, but more especially by its purpose to keep alive 
the memory of Pennsylvania in New York. Even if the Society did no more than recall 
to its members the State from which they came, its great past, its wonderful present, 
the possibilities of its future, it would accomplish a good and useful purpose that would 
more than justify its existence.

But the relationship of the Society to the State of Pennsylvania and to the country at 
large is much more important than this. The State that contains within its borders the 
Hall in which the Declaration of Independence was signed, and on whose soil the Battle 
of Gettysburg was fought, yields precedence to no other. Its early history, its wise and 
great founder, the active part its people took in the war for Independence, and the 
subsequent history of the Commonwealth, are among the most precious possessions of 
the American nation.

It is the good name of the State of Pennsylvania, its good deeds and its good men, that 
The Pennsylvania Society of New York is concerned with; and its annual festivals and 
meetings rest upon this foundation. To preserve the good name and the fair fame of 
the State, and to aid in promoting those causes and methods which tend to that end, 
is the real work of the Society, and it invites every son of Pennsylvania residing in New 
York, or in places adjacent to it, who value these things, to join with it in the fulfillment 
of this purpose.

The Society stands on the threshold of its career. Its influence and its activity are limited 
only by the number of its members. With an increased membership its work will be 
broadened, and its purpose furthered to a greater extent than heretofore. “  
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The One Hundred  Twentieth  
Annual Dinner 

December 1, 2018
New York Hilton Midtown

The One Hundred Twentieth Annual Dinner of The 
Pennsylvania Society was held at the New York Hilton 
Midtown on the first Saturday of December for the 
second year running. The Waldorf Astoria’s multi-year 
renovation continued and the Society’s members 
greeted the Hilton warmly as our temporary home 
away from home. 

Guests were greeted by a reception of hundreds of 
fellow members, lit birch trees, buzzing bars, and holiday 
cheer.  The atmosphere was spirited and festive; old 
friends and new gathered to kick off the holiday season 
in their black-tie attire. The University of Pennsylvania 
Glee Club ushered guests from the Welcome Reception 
to the Annual Dinner ballroom with their rendition of  
“Walking On Sunshine.”



“

Opening Remarks  
by Society President  
Robert J. Ciaruffoli, Jr. 

Guests entered the ballroom and took 
in the blue and silver décor as they 
found their tables and connected with 
friends. The 10-piece Bon Vivant band 
played from the stage with a glowing 
keystone raised above them and 
blue crystal chandeliers hung as the 
backdrop. Society President Robert J. 
Ciaruffoli, Jr. greeted guests as dinner 
was served: 

This evening is about friendship, 
fellowship, and family with Pennsylvanians 
as the holidays begin and we take time 
to enjoy one another’s company at our 
120th Dinner.

He recognized the past Gold Medal 
recipients in attendance with an 
acknowledgment of the passing the 
evening before of Gold Medalist 
President George H.W. Bush, “I would 
like to take a moment to recognize 
our 2003 Gold Medal recipient whom 
we lost yesterday at the age of 94: 
President George H.W. Bush. He was a 
patriot, a veteran, a gentleman, and a 
family man. He lived a life in service to 
his country and he will be missed.”

President Ciaruffoli continued 
by welcoming and thanking The 
Pennsylvania Society’s councilors 
in the audience and acknowledged 
Senators Casey and Toomey who were 
also in attendance. He then thanked 
all elected officials representing the 
Commonwealth and asked that they 
stand to be recognized.

4 5



President Ciaruffoli Introduces Sister Mary Scullion
Recipient of the Society’s $50,000 Charity Contribution  
and the Evening’s Officiant

“It’s my great pleasure to introduce to you tonight’s officiant for our blessing. 
Sister Mary Scullion is the executive director and president of Project HOME in 
Philadelphia. She has previously been recognized by The Pennsylvania Society 
as a Distinguished Citizen of the Commonwealth, and Project HOME has been 
selected by tonight’s Gold Medalist Brian Roberts to receive the Society’s 
$50,000 contribution awarded to a Pennsylvania-based nonprofit organization. 
Project HOME is a truly remarkable organization in Philadelphia that empowers 
individuals to break the cycle of poverty and homelessness through affordable 
housing, employment, health care, and education. Under the stewardship of Sister 
Mary Scullion, Philadelphia’s most vulnerable citizens receive the care, the help, 
and the dignity they so truly deserve.”

We acknowledge the gifts you have 
given each of us in this room as civic 
leaders and as public servants. We 
thank you for the amazing talents 
represented here, and for the decades 
of service and good that this society 
and its members have fostered. 

Grant us the wisdom to discern your 
justice, and to make justice real and 
alive in our spheres of influence so that 
every citizen has the opportunity to 
thrive. 

Grant us hearts that hear the cry of 
those who are poor and suffering,  
and respond with compassion. 

Grant us courage to speak truth in a 
time marked by falsehood, lies, and 
distortions; to take risks when we are 
tempted to turn a blind eye; and to 
always seek the common good.  

Grant us the vision of a Beloved 
Community where all can flourish 
with dignity; where we recognize that 
our greatest strength is in our shared 
humanity. 

Tonight we celebrate with pride 
for Brian Roberts, and we pray in 
gratitude for him and his amazing 
family, especially his wife, Aileen, 
and his mother, Suzanne, and the 
accomplishments and contributions 
they have made to our Commonwealth, 
our nation, and to our world.

In this holy season, may we celebrate 
the light that shines in the darkness, 
the hope that defies all odds, and the 
power within us to build a world of 
peace and justice.”

We give thanks for this opportunity to gather together and to 
partake in the long and rich history of this Society and its dedication 
to enhancing the well-being of all citizens of the Commonwealth  
of Pennsylvania.
“

Invocation from Sister Mary Scullion
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The University of Pennsylvania Glee Club followed Sister Mary 
Scullion with a performance of “Hail! Pennsylvania,” and President 
Ciaruffoli wrapped up the evening’s welcome by charging his glass 
in a long-standing Pennsylvania Society tradition: a toast to the 
President of the United States and the Commonwealth  
of Pennsylvania.
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President Ciaruffoli Resumes the Evening Program

President Ciaruffoli took the stage as 
Ms. Tunie sang her last song, thanked 
her for her marvelous performance, and 
began his tribute to his predecessor 
as President of the Society, Roger W. 
Richards. “Roger’s tenure presented 
some significant challenges and he rose 
to them with his trademark optimism 
and competence. After 118 years 
of holding our Annual Dinner at the 
Waldorf Astoria he had to find a new 
home for this event when the Waldorf 
closed for a lengthy renovation project 
and he managed to orchestrate a 
gorgeous event here at the Hilton last 
year. He also managed to lead the 
Society in the wake of the retirement of 
our long-time executive director Carol 
Fitzgerald and led the successful search for 
her replacement, the ever-capable Julien 
Scranton! A yeoman’s job, Roger, truly.”

Mr. Richards took to the stage to 
accept a citation of appreciation on 
behalf of The Pennsylvania Society. He 
remarked that he had recently seen a 
film about Winston Churchill and noted 
the problems he confronted on the 
Evacuation of Dunkirk. “His cabinet was 
against him, his parliament was against 
him, and they all said to him we will not 
change our position, and Churchill’s 
response was people that do not 
change do not change anything. And 
that reminds me of what happened to 
us two years ago. We lost the Waldorf 
Astoria, we lost our great executive 

Broadway star, Pittsburgh 
native, and Carnegie Mellon 
University alumna Tamara Tunie 
entertained the crowd during 
dinner by performing selections 
written by Pennsylvanians.  

director, so change was inevitable 
and we had to do something about it. 
And evidenced tonight is that change 
sometimes is good. I think that Bob  
and Julien have done a fantastic job.”
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Introduction of the 2018 Gold Medalist

President Robert J. Ciaruffoli, 
Jr. returned to the stage  
to introduce this year’s  
Gold Medal recipient. 

“Now, for the highlight of the  
evening, our Gold Medal recipient 
Brian Roberts. Tonight’s recipient of 
the Society’s Gold Medal follows in the 
tradition of past Society recipients who 
have not only been business titans of 
the 20th century – honorees including 
Andrew Mellon, Henry Ford, Andrew 
Carnegie – but have changed the very 
fabric of our lives. Brian L. Roberts 
is Chairman and CEO of Comcast 
Corporation, a global Fortune 50 
company. Under his leadership, the 
company transitioned from a regional 

cable company to an international 
media enterprise headquartered in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Brian is 
not only a celebrated CEO he’s also a 
compassionate philanthropist. Just last 
year Comcast donated over $44 million 
in cash and in-kind contributions to 564 
nonprofits in Pennsylvania. In addition, 
for years Comcast has been a leader in 
hiring veterans, helping in the often-
difficult transition from their service to 
the workforce. He’s famous for avoiding 
the spotlight – a refreshing modesty in 
today’s business world – as well as for 
his loyalty and devotion to his family 
and the company they helped create.”

Brian L. Roberts Accepts 
the Gold Medal 
“This is a huge honor, and I am 
particularly pleased to have my family 
here tonight to share it with me,” Mr. 
Roberts began. “I am so lucky to have 
worked with some incredible people – 
particularly my dad – as we’ve built and 
grown Comcast together. I’m proud 
of what we’ve accomplished – and 
even more excited about where we are 
going.” He continued, “as we all know, 
we are in the midst of a chaotic and 
critical time in our society, but based 
on the warmth in this room, it’s nice to 
see the collegiality, civil dialogue, and 
different viewpoints that Pennsylvania 
Society fosters.” 

Mr. Roberts discussed the early days  
of Comcast, what it takes to grow a  
business in these times, the wise words 
from his father that he continues to 
heed as the company expands and 
thrives, and Comcast’s proud home in 
Center City Philadelphia, which is the 
tallest, double platinum, LEED-certified 
building in the nation. 
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In the middle of his remarks, Mr. 
Roberts played a video to illustrate 
Comcast’s commitment to hiring 21,000 
veterans by 2021.  

“I do think this is the most exciting 
time to be alive – and to be in our 
business – frankly any business. Fifty-
five years ago, Comcast was a tiny 
startup, founded by an entrepreneur.  
And that entrepreneurial spirit is still 
the heart of our company.  But we are 
no longer a small company. But as 
we keep growing, we take on greater 
social responsibilities to our community 
…and to our society. 

Sometimes, we make mistakes. It’s not 
easy balancing all these interests.  

But my pledge to everyone tonight is 
that we will continue to work hard, we 
will continue to innovate. And unlike 
some other companies, our HQ1 and 
HQ2 will always be in Pennsylvania. 

I hope that you will continue to be as 
proud to call Comcast a Pennsylvania 
company … as I am to call Pennsylvania 
home. Thank you for this incredible 
honor. I accept it on behalf of our 
leadership team, on behalf of my 
entire family, on behalf of the almost 
200,000 Comcast employees. And most 
importantly, on behalf of my father, 
Ralph – who we miss dearly and who 
made all of this possible.” 

Brian L. Roberts is Chairman and CEO of 
Comcast Corporation. Under his leadership, 
Comcast has grown into a global Fortune 
50 company uniquely positioned at the 
intersection of media and technology with 
three primary businesses, Comcast Cable, 
NBCUniversal, and Sky. 

Brian has worked at Comcast since 
graduating from The Wharton School 
of the University of Pennsylvania. He 
was named President of Comcast 
Corporation in 1990 when the 
company had $657 million in annual 
revenue. Comcast Corporation’s annual 
revenue has since grown to $84.5 
billion. 

Brian has won numerous business and 
industry honors for his leadership. Most 
recently, he was recognized by Barron’s 

as one of the world’s 30 best CEOs, 
named “Businessperson of the Year” 
by Fortune magazine, and named one 
of America’s top CEOs by Institutional 

Investor magazine for the eleventh time. 

Brian is the recipient of the 
Ambassador for Humanity Award 
from the USC Shoah Foundation 
Institute for his visionary leadership 

and philanthropic work in education 
and technology. He also received the 
Humanitarian Award from the Simon 
Wiesenthal Center. 

Brian is a member of the Business 
Roundtable and also previously served 
on the President’s Council on Jobs 
and Competitiveness. He is a member 
of the Board of Directors of the 
National Cable & Telecommunications 
Association (NCTA), where he served 
as Chairman for two consecutive 
terms. Brian is also Director Emeritus 
of CableLabs, the research and 
development consortium for the cable 
industry, where he served three terms 
as Chairman. 

An All-American in squash, Brian 
competed six times in the Maccabiah 
Games in Israel. He and his wife, 
Aileen, live in Philadelphia.
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President Ciaruffoli 
Concludes the Program
President Ciaruffoli returned to congratulate 
Brian Roberts and welcome guests to the 
Dessert Reception for desserts, cocktails, 
and dancing to the music of the Peter 
Duchin Band. Before guests parted to 
continue the celebration, Philadelphia-
based lyric spinto soprano Priscilla Coblentz 
led attendees in a long-standing Society 
tradition: the singing of “God Bless America.”



Focus on what matters.

THE PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY ACKNOWLEDGES THE GENEROUS 

SUPPORT OF ITS 120TH ANNUAL DINNER SPONSORS

Presenting Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

SILVER SPONSORS
Bentley Systems Inc.
Cozen O’Connor
Foster + Partners
Wendell August Forge

BRONZE SPONSORS
EY
Highmark Inc.
Moran Logistics
Jim & Sharon Rohr
University of Pennsylvania and 
Penn Medicine
Winner International    

SCHOLARSHIP SPONSORS
Baker Tilly
Citizens Bank
Duane Morris LLP
Ed & Julie Sheehan
The High Companies
Waste Management of Pennsylvania

SCHOLARSHIP SUPPORTERS
Isdaner & Company CPAs
M&T Bank/Wilmington Trust
Pennsylvania Chamber of Business 
and Industry
The Chamber of Commerce for 
Greater Philadelphia
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The One Hundred Twentieth  
Annual Meeting and Luncheon 

June 1, 2018
Erie Bayfront Convention Center, Erie

Opening of the Meeting
More than 300 people attended The 
Pennsylvania Society’s One Hundred Twentieth 
Annual Meeting and Luncheon in Erie. The 
morning of the meeting, members were given 
a private guided tour of the Erie Maritime 
Museum, where they were regaled with Lake 
Erie’s history, visited the basement where tall 
ships are refurbished, and learned of nautical 
knots and historic boat construction. 

At 11:30 a.m., guests gathered on the patio 
of the Erie Bayfront Convention Center as the 
Flagship Niagara shot a carronade to kick off 
the day’s events. Captain Sabatini from the Erie 
Maritime Museum narrated the experience for 
our guests and welcomed them to the  
luncheon ballroom. 



“
President Richards Resumes the Program after Lunch 

“The Pennsylvania Society was founded in 1899, and it is my 
pleasure to welcome you to our 120th Annual Meeting and 
Luncheon,” President Richards began. 

“Thank you for your continued support 
of The Pennsylvania Society and for 
your attendance today. We meet for 
this event every April in a different 
region of the Commonwealth. This 
year we waited to hold the meeting 
until June because we were still 
experiencing a season of 193 inches  
of snow back in April.”

President Richards thanked the 
sponsors of the event and the 
councilors of The Pennsylvania Society. 
He noted, “this morning we had our 
annual council meeting. As it does 
every two years, the council voted in a 
new executive committee this morning 
in whose hands the Society will 

continue our mission to encourage the 
ideals of the Commonwealth’s founder, 
William Penn. I am happy to report 
after our council meeting this morning, 
that The Pennsylvania Society continues 
to be financially sound with a solid 
membership base that will continue 
to grow. Our new executive director, 
Julien Scranton, has been working to 
improve the way members interact 
with the Society. Our website has been 
upgraded so members can better 
access the Society offerings and their 
fellow Society members. The process of 
improving members’ experience is just 
beginning, and we would like to hear 
feedback from you.”

President Roger W. Richards 
welcomed the crowd from the 
stage, “This is my last meeting 
as president and, as an Erie 
resident, I am pleased to be 
able to host you here in Erie. 

 
Thank you, Captain Sabatini and the 
captain and crew of the Flagship 
Niagara for that impressive welcome!” 
President Richards introduced Erie 
County Executive Kathy Dahlkemper 
to welcome guests to the region. She 
was followed by The Very Reverend Dr. 
John Downey, Dean of the Episcopal 
Cathedral of St. Paul in Erie who 
provided the blessing.
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President Richards began,  
“The Benjamin Franklin Scholar Award 
competition has become one of the  
Society’s most popular and  
successful programs.  
 
We launched the program in 2006, 
and in the years since, this essay 
competition has drawn a great 
response from high school juniors 
throughout Pennsylvania. Each year we 
recognize a first, second,  
and third place winner.  
 
I am pleased that all three winners and 
their families were able to join us today.

President Richards 
Awards Prizes to 
Benjamin Franklin 
Scholar Award Winners

 The award winners joined President Richards on the stage to receive their award. 
“Congratulations and well done!”, President Richards told the students. 

Center: 1st Prize Winner, Frank Kim  |  Council Rock High School North 

Left: 2nd Prize Winner, Jacklyn Caulkins  |  North Allegheny Senior High School 

Right: 3rd Prize Winner, Annika Urban  |  Fox Chapel Area High School
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“

President Richards introduced the 
2018 Distinguished Citizen of the 
Commonwealth recipient, Thomas 
B. Hagen. “One of The Pennsylvania 
Society’s most important missions is  
to honor achievement in all its forms. 

The Distinguished Citizen of 
the Commonwealth Award is 
presented to those whose work 
and deeds have benefitted the 
Commonwealth and its people. 
It has only been awarded 23 
times during our 120-year history.

Tom Hagen Accepts Award
Mr. Hagen accepted his citation on the 
stage from President Richards. “I am 
really deeply honored by this award, 
particularly on the 120th anniversary 
of this venerable institution. I’ve been 
truly blessed by having a supportive 
family during my lifetime, opportunities 
I’ve had particularly at Erie Insurance 
through H.O. Hirt, and the role model 
really that has led me in philanthropy, 
my late wife Susie, who as many of you 
know was a great philanthropist in this 
community and volunteer worker, and a 
recipient of this award the last time the 
organization met in Erie… So, I’m really 
humbled and I appreciate this and I thank 
the Society and the councilors for it.”

Mr. Hagen continued by thanking 
those who had come from across the 
state and country for the presentation 
of the Distinguished Citizen of the 
Commonwealth Award. He spoke about 
the growth of Erie and thanked Erie 
Insurance for the leadership role it is 
playing as the largest employer in Erie 
County, the only Fortune 500 company 
headquartered in Erie, and for its 
CEO Timothy NeCastro’s leadership in 
helping raise money for a downtown 
revitalization. 

It is not presented every year, but is 
only given when there is thought to 
be a deserving recipient, and Tom 
Hagen is truly a deserving recipient 
for his philanthropic work, his service 
to the Commonwealth and country, 
his continued leadership in business, 
his community participation, and his 
historical preservation efforts.”

Distinguished Citizen of the Commonwealth Presentation

“There’s an excitement going on in 
Erie certainly I haven’t seen in my 
lifetime and I don’t think has occurred 
in the 223 years of this community. 
Right now, there is a renaissance about 
to start in downtown Erie. The private 
sector has raised upwards of $30M 
to go along and work with the public 
sector to bring about a revitalization 
in our core area of our community in 
downtown Erie.”

He closed by recognizing the work 
President Richards did to facilitate 
the building of the Erie Bayfront 
Convention Center and the adjoining 
hotels, noting that it would not have 
been possible without him. For this, 
“I say thank you to Roger and I say 
thank you to Roger for his service as 
president of The Pennsylvania Society.”

28 29



President Richards Introduces Incoming  
President Robert J. Ciaruffoli, Jr.  

“Ladies and Gentlemen, it is now time for me to pass the baton to 
the new president of The Pennsylvania Society, Bob Ciaruffoli,”  
he said. “The Society is in good hands with Bob Ciaruffoli.

Bob previously served as chairman and CEO of ParenteBeard. During 2014, Bob 
and his team completed a merger of ParenteBeard with Baker Tilly Virchow Krause 
to form the twelfth largest US CPA firm. Bob believes in social responsibility 
and has consistently offered his passion, time, and expertise to many religious, 
civic, and charitable organizations. He serves as an advisor, board member, and 
provides funding to start-up and early-stage companies. The Pennsylvania Society 
is fortunate to have him as their next president.”

President Ciaruffoli 
Closes the Program
President Ciaruffoli thanked outgoing 
President Richards, “you helped 
successfully steer the organization 
through a time of transition and your 
efforts are appreciated. I look forward to 
the next two years and to working closely 
with all of you. I know I can count on your 
counsel and support.” 

President Ciaruffoli announced the 2018 
Annual Dinner date and the Gold Medal 
recipient. He closed the program by 
asking the audience to stand and join 
Margaret Andraso for the singing of 
“God Bless America.”
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figures to end the Cold War peacefully and 
usher in a new geopolitical era marked by 
political self -determination, the spread of 
market capitalism, and the opening of  
closed economies.

Mr. Bush was the first sitting Vice President 
elected to the presidency since Martin 
van Buren in 1837, and only the second 
American President elected to serve a full 
term without Party control in either Chamber 
of Congress. Nevertheless, on July 26, 1990, 
President Bush signed into law the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, which among other 
accomplishments eliminated the barriers to 
employment, public accommodations, and 
transportation services for some 43 million 
citizens with disabilities. Later that same year, 
he signed the Clean Air Act Amendments of 
1990, which guided America’s environmental 
policy for more than two decades.

As President, Mr. Bush launched his “Points  
of Light” initiative to promote volunteerism 
and community service across America, and 
during his term in office he named 1,020 Daily 
Points of Light hailing from all 50 states.

Together, President and Mrs. Bush had six 
children: George W., Robin, John “Jeb,” 
Neil, Marvin, Dorothy “Doro” – along with 17 
grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren. 
Their oldest son, George W., served as the 
46th Texas Governor from 1995 to 2000 and 
as the 43rd President of the United States of 
America from 2001 to 2009. Their son Jeb, 
meanwhile, served as the 43rd  Governor of 
Florida from I999 to 2007.

George Herbert  
Walker Bush, World 
War II naval aviator, 
Texas oil pioneer, 
and 41st President 
of the United 
States of America, 
died November 
30, 2018. He was 
94 years old. In his 

lifetime, President Bush also served as Vice 
President of the United States 1981-1989; 
Director of Central Intelligence 1976-1977; 
Chief of the U.S. Liaison Office to the People’s 
Republic of China 1974-1975; Ambassador to 
the United Nations 1971-1973; United States 
House of Representatives 1967-1971; and the 
United States Navy 1942-1945.

Mr. Bush was elected President on November 
8, 1988, sworn in on January 20, 1989, and 
served until January 20, 1993. During his 
term in office, a revolution of human liberty 
swept the globe, emancipating tens of 
millions of people and unleashing a series of 
transformative events: freedom prevailed in 
the Cold War as the Soviet Union imploded; 
the Berlin Wall “fell” and Germany united 
within NATO following 45 years of postwar 
division; and from Eastern Europe to the 
Baltic states to Latin America to the former 
Soviet Republics, many liberal democracies 
supplanted totalitarian regimes. During this 
“historic period of cooperation” as he called 
it, President Bush worked with Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev and other key global 

George H.W. Bush
2003 Gold Medalist

I N  M E M O R I A M

He spent the last few years planning for his 
own exit, winding down his philanthropy in an 
orderly fashion. The Lenfest Foundation has 
approved a plan to spend the next decade 
handing out the last of its assets – about $100 
million – to projects like those supporting 
youth, education and career development, 
and then it will close up shop.

In addition to his wife, children, and his twin 
sister, Mr. Lenfest is survived by another sister, 
a brother, and four grandchildren.

H.F. “Gerry” 
Lenfest, who 
substantially 
remade the 
educational, 
cultural, and media 
sectors of the city 
and well beyond 
to become one of 
Philadelphia’s most 

dynamic civic leaders of the last century, died 
August 5, 2018 at 88 years young. Mr. Lenfest, 
the 2009 Pennsylvania Society Gold Medal 
honoree, parlayed the sale of the family 
cable business into a second act as the area’s 
leading philanthropist for nearly two decades, 
giving away more than $1.3 billion.

Mr. Lenfest was born neither to wealth nor 
the social status enjoyed by some of his 
fellow philanthropists. A lawyer by training, 
Mr. Lenfest and wife Marguerite built up their 
cable business over several decades, selling 
Lenfest Communications Inc. in 2000 and 
undertaking a philanthropic spree.

Gerry was chairman of the board of old-line 
institutions like the Philadelphia Museum of 
Art and Curtis Institute of Music, successfully 
convincing other supporters that even great 
traditions needed to be expanded upon 
and brought up to date. In addition to 
Lenfest being the single largest donor to the 
Museum of the American Revolution, he was 
responsible for raising at least $20 million 
from others.

H.F. “Gerry” Lenfest 
2009 Gold Medalist

I N  M E M O R I A M
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2018 Members
Shown below is the number of members in each county.  
In addition, there are 221 members living in other states 

and 1 in another country.

We welcome the new members joining the Society in 2018.
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Prior to his becoming a judge, he was a senior 
partner in the Philadelphia law firm of Gilfillan, 
Gilpin & Brehman and has been a member of 
the Pennsylvania Bar since 1958.

Long active in civic and community activities, 
Judge Russell is a past president of the 
James Wilson Law Club and was also a 
member of the Lawyers’ Club of Philadelphia, 
the Philadelphia and Pennsylvania Bar 
Associations, and the Litigation Section of 
the American Bar Association. He is past 
president, and was a director, of the Hospital 
Attorneys of Southeastern Pennsylvania. 
Judge Russell was executive secretary and 
board member of the Committee of 70, 
chairman of the Philadelphia Committee on 
City Policy, treasurer of the Charter Defense 
Committee, and executive board member of 
the Citizens’ Charter Committee. He has also 
served as associate counsel for the Republican 
City Committee and as a member of the 
Republican Policy Committee

Judge Russell and his wife, Ruth, are 
the parents of four children, have four 
grandchildren, and reside in Chestnut Hill.

Edward E. Russell 
joined the Society 
when he was 
a government 
specialist at Price 
Waterhouse & Co. 
He joined to meet 
and learn from 
other professionals 
and has enjoyed 
the educational 

and social aspects of his membership over 
the past 50 years. His fondest memories are 
of the Annual Dinners at the Waldorf. He and 
his wife have enjoyed every one of them that 
they attended.  He noted that each one was 
special in its own way. 

Judge Russell, now retired, has presided 
in both Family Court and Trial Divisions of 
Philadelphia’s Common Pleas Court since 
he became a judge in 1988. He also served 
as parliamentarian for the Pennsylvania 
Conference of State Trial Judges for 23 years 
and the Board of Judges of the First Judicial 
District of Pennsylvania for 19 years.

Edward E. Russell
5 0  Y E A R  M E M B E R S

He fondly remembers the Annual Dinners and the 
privilege of reaching out to Gold Medalists to 
inform them of their award. He called Jimmy 
Stewart and, though he could not accept the 
Gold Medal due to scheduling conflicts, he 
was honored that the Society asked him and 
the two shared a delightful conversation. 

During Mr. McElhinny’s term as Society 
president, the following individuals received 
the Gold Medal: Walter H. Annenberg 1983; 
Andrew L. Lewis, Jr. 1984; Edward Donley 
1985; and John Cardinal O’Connor 1986. 
Mr. McElhinny regularly attended the Annual 
Dinners and was active in the Society until he 
moved to Idaho in 1999.

Mr. McElhinny’s hobbies include skiing, fly-
fishing, and sailing. He resides in Lancaster.  
He has four sons, seven grandchildren, and 
one great grandchild to his late wife of 39 
years, Barbara. He has been married for the 
past 26 years to his wife, Lisa.

Wilson D. McElhinny 
is the retired 
president and 
vice chairman 
of CoreStates 
Financial 
Corporation. He 
was a member of 
the advisory board 
at Haverford Trust 
Company. He was 

also the chairman of IREX Corporation. Mr. 
McElhinny is a trustee emeritus at Franklin 
& Marshall College and was also chairman 
of the Pennsylvania Chamber of Commerce, 
Lancaster General Hospital, and First Bank of 
Idaho. Throughout his career he has served  
on numerous corporate and charitable boards. 
He received a bachelor’s degree from  
Yale University.

Mr. McElhinny was president of The 
Pennsylvania Society from 1983-1986.  

Wilson D. McElhinny

Former Pennsylvania 
State Senator 
Robert Jubelirer 
was introduced to 
The Pennsylvania 
Society by member, 
friend, mentor, and 
Society sponsor 
John Tabor, who 
thought he would 
benefit from 

membership because of his political aspirations. 
He enjoys every Annual Dinner and the magic 
of New York at Christmas and feels the event 
brings business, industry, and the political 
worlds together. Over his past 50 years of 
membership, Senator Jubelirer has only 
missed one Dinner to attend the Heisman 
Trophy Ceremony when Kerry Collins and  
Ki-Jana Carter were nominated.

Hon. Robert C. Jubelirer
Senator Jubelirer leads Obermayer’s 
government affairs practice in Harrisburg  
and remains involved in numerous community 
and civic activities. He currently serves as a 
Pennsylvania Cable Network Contributor on 
State Government and mentors Penn State 
University students from the Schreyer Honors 
College. He is a member of the Penn State 
Board of Trustees elected by the alumni, 
and a board member of Burgess Charitable 
Foundation. He received his LLD from 
Dickinson School of Law and his BS from  
Penn State University.

He has two children and five grandchildren 
and resides in State College with his wife 
Judge Renée Cohn-Jubelirer.
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The Benjamin Franklin  
Scholar Award

The Pennsylvania Society established an essay competition in 2006 to 
honor the 300th anniversary of the birth of Benjamin Franklin.

The competition is open to all Pennsylvania public high school students 
in good standing in their junior year. Applicants are asked to write a 750-
word essay on one of Benjamin Franklin’s quotes. The 2018 quote was:

 “Printers are educated in the Belief, that when Men differ in Opinion, both Sides 

ought equally to have the Advantage of being heard by the Publick; and that 

when Truth and Error have fair Play, the former is always an overmatch for the 

latter: Hence they chearfully serve all contending Writers that pay them well, 

without regarding on which side they are of the Question in Dispute.” 

(Excerpted from Apology for Printers, Jun 10, 1731)

Congratulations to the 2018 recipients of  
The Benjamin Franklin Scholar Award!

Council Members
Gregory S. Bentley
David L. Cohen
Nicholas DeBenedictis*
Louis DeNaples, Jr.
Andrew C. Fisher
Daniel J. Hilferty
Wendell F. Holland
Charles D. Hummer, III
Robert M. Krasne
Mike Molewski
Robert J. Monahan, Jr.
Sandra Schultz Newman
Velma A. Redmond
Tim Reeves
Roger W. Richards*
Karen Winner Sed
Martin Till
Christine Toretti
Jean Craige Pepper Victor
F. John White
LeRoy S. Zimmerman*

Councilors Emeriti
Curtis H. Barnette
David F. Girard-diCarlo*
Thomas B. Hagen*
S. Dale High
James E. Nevels*
Patrick J. O’Connor
Arthur J. Rothkopf*
Andrew J. Sordoni, III*
C. Alan Walker*

Executive Director
Julien Scranton

*Past President

Officers
Robert J. Ciaruffoli, Jr.  President
Edward J. Sheehan, Jr.  Vice President
Elizabeth Preate Havey  Secretary
John D. Moran, Jr.  Treasurer

The Council of   
The Pennsylvania Society

1st Prize Winner, Harrison Booth  |  Conestoga Valley High School 

2nd Prize Winner, Sanjit Beriwal  |  North Allegheny Senior High School 

3rd Prize Winner, Maggie Hieber  |  Franklin Regional Senior High School
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